-

THE SOUTHERN PRESS.
o e S vz - WA
TRI-WEEKLY, - 5 00
WEEKLY, - - . L oy

. m.

Mirabeau B, Lamar's Letter.
Mosie, August 17, 1850.
Gesrremes :i—Last evening 1 had the honor
to receive your communication, inviting me to
attend a Meeting of those to Mr.
Clay's Compromise bill, and in favor of the Mis-
souri line, to be held at Macon, on the 23d inst.
Coming as this invitation does, from many of my
old friends, sequaintances, and in
whose politieal se! timents and 1 usu-
ally sympathize, it would
were it in my power, I regret to suy that
it is not, to t on that occasion, and to
take counsel wllh them upon the perilous cir-
cumstances in which our country is placed. My
desire to attend is not diminished the fact
that there would probably be u diversity of sen-
timent upon some points involved, or that 1
might not be able to eoincide entirely in all the
mensures approved by the assemblage.  Still, ns
we would have one end in view—that of decid-
ing upon the best means of securing the rights
of the South, and preserving the Constitution—
and ax we would feel equ lly the magnitude and
importance of the erisis, we could not fail to
unite in a fraternal spirit, and fo separate as we
should meet, friends to each other, and foes only
to the foes of our country.
This I am induced to say, because I am not
89 fortunate as to with you in all your
views, us T infer from the tenor of your invita-

@ mo great pleasure, | Pro

imaginary good,
place ourselves ini the diseusting
ratifying the wrong and Soufirm
nies of which we affeet
And this we are told is
Justment,—a paeifieatio )
ing. It

pacem appellnrt”  Sure s Sowth will
E“m of conduet so suicidul and de
enongh to bear the wrongs and ealomnies
that are heaped upon us, without sanctifying
them ourselves Mﬁn&k ing them indelible. In
giving their aid and co.operation to those anti-
slavery measures of our enemies, the Southern
members in Congress become themselves the
most fearful abolitionists, and eruel aceusers of
their country’s institutions and integrity, And
this is one of the t objeets of it
poscd com ; it 1s to make the South
instrumental in her own degradation and’ des-
truction. l'!zevuﬁng for and sustaining snch
amun:;‘i bill of Mr, Clay,) she necessarily
adopls ratifies the sentiments and pr
les upon which are predicuted, and thus
y her own act she places her slave property
out of the of the Constitution and the pro-
tection of the Governmert, nnd denounces the
holding of it as an lnfamy and a erime,  What
ater victory can the Free-soilers desire than
this? What broader foundation for their future
oper.tions !

Thus mueh, gentlemen, I have felt bound to
sny in a spirit of frankness and freedom, and
with a profound solicitude to advise only those
things which may be for the benefit of our com-
mon country. Viewing all compromises, viola-
tive of the Clonstitution, as fatal to the South,-
cannot yield my assent to any; and I am free to
confess that T woun'd be ns ready to take up arms

tion. With the essentisl objects of the meeting
1 fully coineide, so far as they are intended to
E::ru the Constitution, and to oppuse the

-80il aggressions upon the rights of the
South. In your opposition to the bill of Mr.
Clay, T heartily concnr. But in the pro}waed
approval of the Missouri line of 86,30, 1 can-
not unite. Nevertheless, I hope I may be al-
lowed to express freely my opinions and senti-
ments to your assemblage, which I will endeavor
to do witg the frankness of a Georgian, and all
the spirit of one who has no other desire than
to share the fortunes of his friends, however
disastious, and to fall with his country, if the
oceasion requires it. If 1 know my own heart,
it is fur truer to the cause of' our country, than
it s to its own tranquility and peace, and I wish
it to beat ro longer when it falters towards the
Innd of its birth and affections. In the first
place, centlemen, I am opposed to all comprom-
ises except the compromises of the Constitu-

to-morrow against the Missouri Compromise as
against any other, whose boasted pur should
be the subversion of our rights and the degrada-
tion of ourcharacter. Noecompromise can ever be
intended for our good. We desire none.  Give
us the Constitution and we ask no more. We
do not wish the North to surrender to ns uny of
her fandamental rights ; and why should we sur-
render any of ours to her? That which she so
imperiously demands of us, is not pretended to
be nm-oaa::gy to her interest, prosperity and wel-
fare—it is dewranded merely as a concession to
her infurinted fanaticism and arrogant nsswmp
tion of moral superiority. And shall the saeri-
fice be made?  God forhid.

I consider, gentlemen, the condition of the
South as eminently perilons, em!arrassing and
painful. It is impossible to contemplate it with.
out feelings of horror and dread, amonnting al-
most to despair. Not only her prosperity and
happiness, but her very existence is identified

tion. ien our Federal Constitution was
formed, it was based upon a series of eomprom-
ises, nicely ndjusted, and covering all the diver
sified interests of the eountry, and harmonizing
them in the only manner in which they could
then or therealter co-exist.  The South ut that
time conceded all that she could yield consist-
ently with safety and honor, and received in ex-
cli: nge the guarantees of the Constitution an
the plighted faith and solemn oath of the North,
At that time, this very slavery question was one
of the great vexed and agilating issucs, and ita
ndjustment was one of the foundation tinders
of the Union. s settlement—exuctly as pro-
vided by the Constitution—was the very consiil.
eration of that instrument, without which it
would never nave been formed, and upon the
failure of whieh, it would of necessity become
void,  Conflicting interests, peeuliar institutions,
sovinl equality and general security, being thus
reconeiled and mtul%lishe(l. and as it was hoped,
furever, the South felt hersell’ as safe in the en-
Joyment of her rights, as any blessings ean be
mude secure by human pledges. The Federal
Constitation became to her a sacred charter,
which, like Holy Wril, it would be profination
1o inerease or diminish.

“This being so, how then canany compromise,
Ciulifornian or Missourian, which modity, warp,
or add to the' relative duties of the North and
Hputh, be tolerated by IIII{ friend of the Consti-
tution or the country ! They go to build vp ar-
bitrary regulations, and to make our most sucred
rights depend upon the mere will—the eaprice
of selfish and unrestricted majorities,  They
change the whole character of the government,
and afford foll license to the strong to devour
the weak: the very evil which our federntive
system was intended to avert. Surely the
S:mthom people cannot be content to hold their
rights by no other tenure than this. Do they
flutter themselves that there is more virtue in a
eompromise than there is in the Constitution;
and are they willing to eo-operate with the Free-
soilers in the substitution of the former? Yet
this they virtually did by their tame submission
to the Missouri Compromiss, and the very same
thing will they do again, more effectually if
they support, accept, or tolerate ary of th:
Abolition. Compromises now pending in Con-
gress,

When Missouri applied for ndmission into the
Union, the Northern States in Congress at-
tempted to force her into Free-soilism. Finding
that they were not able to do this, they then in-
troduced into the act of admission, a provision
that no fiture State which might be formed out
of the territory of the United States above a
certain latitude, should be allowed to hold negro
property. This they strove to make a part of

with an institution whieh it is impossible that
she can surrender, or even permit to be tonched
by the sayage hand of fanaticism without inyol-
ving her in a train of calamities which the imagi-
nation. cannot easily conceive nor the pen de-
seribe; and yet against this very institution the
whole world is colleagued and is now prosecu-
ting an unrelenting war, as it no misery, nor life,
nor ruin. were involved in its overthrow. Be-
holil her begirt by foes: assailed by every hand
and calunniated ]I)‘ every tongue. ;

There may be some apology for forcign de-
nunciation ; but what possible excuse or pallia-
tion can be rendered forthe frightful persecution
of those who are united with her in the same
government; who have long prospered npon the
fuults of her industry: who have never received
from her even the shadow of a wrong, and who
are hoand by every obligation that man ean con-
tract or honor impose, to succor and sustain her
—to respech and vinticate her rights as their
own, and to rejoice in her prosperity and happi-
ness?  These were the promises of the Union ;
and yet in the very face of all solemn pledges of
peace, friendship and security on the part of the
Northern States, they have never rested day or
nightin their fanatical pursuit of our destruction,
as if this wore the sole delight of their existence
and the enly reason of their connection with us,
Every energy of the mind and soul ix brought
into active operation aguinst the South. The

the pulpit, the colleges and schools, and in-
deed all the institutions of the North are made to
mitignte to this great malignant end, and are con-
tinually sending forth their stygean streams of
fulshood, vituperation and slander. Even the
wonien xnd children are tauzht in their daily
prayers to invoke, with the spirit of a Puritan,
and the ostentation of a Pharisee, the maledic-
tion of heaven uwpon onr heads; so that this
Union, which was intended to be a shield and
balwark to every saetion—which was expected
to make of the States a politien] Pleindes, shin-
ing together in harmonius brotherhood, has now
assumed the aspect and character of a ferocious
confederation of malignant powers for our utter
ruin and desolation,

Nor is the South exempt from insiduous foes
in the bosom of her own soviety. Her arch
enemies have their agents and emissaries every-
where seattered through the country, whose
duty itis to preach the virtues of submission
and to depict the harrors of resistance. In their
estimation the greatest patriotism is a patient
resignation to injury and the highest of all pos-
sible enormities is self-protection. The better
to secure our confidence and to practice upon
our eredulity, they unite with us in our denun-
cintions of “the abolitionists” and say that we
have many just eauses of complaint against the
Northern States; but as soon as the slightest

the fundamental law of the land, and to give it
a sanctity snd warrant of continuance, they de-
nominated it a compromise. Here was a direet
assumption of power to legislate over slavery :
a brand of infamy and degradation stamped upon
the forehead of the South, in the eyes of the
world, and a commencement of a policy of
legislation which it is now designed tocontinue,
and whieh, if tolerated, will never cease ns long
as a vestige of the peculiar institutions of the
South shall remain.  If Congress has the right
thus to prohibit slavery north of 36.30, they
have the same right to exclude it south of that
line. If we ncquiesee in its exclusion above this
visionary moral equator, for the cogent reasons
they advance, how ean we, in oppositicn to the
same arguments, resist its prohibition below thst
latitnde ! Once surrender the principle and we
surrender every thing. T am, therefore, opposed
to any recognition of that pretended compro-
mise. I deny its validity and foree. It wasn
most t usurpation of power—a power in-
tended to serve as a foundation upon which the
great lever was to be placed that was to over-

tirn the liberties of the South. It was aimed

for her destruction ; and that she did not give

to it that prompt and decisive repulsion which

a brave people should always give to every in-

fringement of their rights, is to be attributed to

that lamentable disposition in the great mass of
mankind to prefer the tranguility of despotism
10 that eternal vigilance and those fearful perils

which are necessary to the maintenance of lib-
y.  Whether the South will bear the present
ansaalts upon her constitutional rights, with the
the Mis-
souri aggression, is the question now to be de-

erty.
same supineness that she specom

termined.

Besides these objections to both “Compro-
mises” in guestion, there are others of a char-
acter equally cogent and impressive.  Neither
Mr. Clay’s bill, or the Missouri plan, is a com-
prumise at all. They are simply capitulations
on tl::r.rl of the South—surrenders as abso-
lute complete as that which Ampudia made
at. Monterey and Cornwallis st Yorktown. In
each of them we are ealled vpon to give up
nearly everything in dispute, and to receive
nothing in return. The Free-soilers have not
made, nor do they propose lo make any con-
cessions to us. call npon our deleguites
in Cougress 1o vote with them in support of
weasure which themselves admit, is founded
upon a deep abhorrence of our most vital insti-
tution, and iy to shield the national
territories Trom its foul pollution ; and in com-
pensation for our self.abasing vote they pro-
wise—to do what —They promise to restore
'l;:ﬂ t;ommuuoml of which we h:h“

n violently deprived for years ; the
right of recovering our fng-itl?c-:ylnﬂ—l pro-
wise, however, which everybody knows to be
fallacions and deeeitful, and which cannot be
fultilled becsuse the State suthorities of the
North will never permit it. And thus for an

allusion is made to the necessity of some action
on the part of the South the ery of disunion is
enised ; and without propesing any remedy them-
selves, fur acknowledged grievances, they op.
pose every measure suggested by others, If in
defianee of their elamors the faithful patriot shall
still persist in demanding redress, he is at once
denouneed for a disunionist and marked for
proscription.  No wonder then, under these cir-
enmstances, that the eause of the South should
languish within her own boundaries, and that
many of her sons should be found in the ranks
of her foes; for in those ranks, there is not only
safety but also fortune and promotion—gold for
the dastard and a station for the traitor.—Do-
mestic Esaus! they sell their birth right for a
mess of pottage.

This is eertainly a deplorable condition for a
free people. It is well caleulated to try the souls
of men. If all hope have not forsaken the
South, it is becanse her relianee is in the justice
of a righteous Providenee, and in the integrity
of her principles and purposes. 1t is to be hoped
that she has too much virtue to despair. hul
where lies the path of safety ! Shall we appeal
to the great written charter of American (]ree-
dom?! 'This she has already done, and found it
a waste paper, bul the ghost of a dead Constitution,
Sha’l she appeal to the honor, humanity and
jostice of her persceutors? This too, she has
already done, and was spurned from their pre-
senco  with indignity and scorn. They but
mocked at her calamity and rejoiced at the pros-
peet of herspeedy destruetion. Thus sarrounded
and hunted down by the deadliest of all foes—
the hell-hounds of fanaticism and harpies of fuc-
tion—the question naturally arises what is lier
best course to pursue in so great an extremity ?
This, gentlemen, T presume is the chief question
wroposed to be discussed at your mass weeting,

t is one certainly of great and exciting interest
—whos + magnitude can hardly be perecived,in-
volving in its decision the eternal destinies of the
whole continent ; and all who seck to have any
influence in its determination, should never lose
sight of the high responsibilities théy assume,
nor the vast consequences which are to flow fiom
their decision. Above all things they should
avoid those turbulent and angry passions which
obseure the intelleet and pervertthe moral sense.
I cam hardly sn that the opinionk of an
humble citizen like myself, can be of much im-
portance to the public : nor would I now think
It necessary to avow them, if I were not invifed
{6 do so by those in whose intefitions and sound
disctetion "I have every confidence. Such as
they are, you arg, welcome to themn; and should
[ they not correspond with your own; as I fear
they will not ; you must rementbor that nothing
but a profound sense of duty eould induee me
to. place myself in a position where | have every
thing to peril and nothing to gain,
course then, gentleman, which I would
‘advise the South to pursue in the present crisis

ourselves seco
only alternative
the Northern States are bent opon our destrue-
tion ; that .l:le their movements tmid that
that they are determined n
lition of slavery, and iwmd
us into greater horrors than ever befel n.
ople. The sentiment is now publicl
ninent of ﬂlgr lea

nu:l:ponfg |,,?,zmen;mgta pri ey
A\l an o W i‘hﬂ' nﬂm
mabo::ymynwhto port. the Constitution ;

and the Government of the U. 8 controlled
administered by those acting th
sentiment has ‘in their ha

ment for the fartherance and final . i
of their unhallowed end. Certainly this leaves:
the South no possible eseape from the rain that

sion. This is her ouly hope.

“Tn native swords, and native ranks,
Her only hope of safety dwells.”

No true friend of the South can any longer
doubt the fact, that the extirpation of slavery is
not only resolved upon by the Northern States,
but that they regard its accomplishment ns a
matter of certainty. The only question with
them is the best manner of effecling it. One
rtion of the anti-slavery party, impatient of
elay, are disposed to attempt it at once, without
any regard to consequences; while the more tem-
perate and ealeulating portion,equally bentu
the purpose, are laboring to schieve it by less
precipitate and perilons action. The one, is not
unwilling to resdPt to force; the other, hawever,
desirous to avoid a conflict which might endan-
ger suceess, and in which they could not hope
to escape from their full share of heavy blows,
prefer to work by slow degrees, and to throw
their toils around us so artfally as not to excite
alarm until they have us fully bound for the
ancrifice; and then, (I fear not until then) when
the fatal blow i about to descend upon us, we
shall see the folly and madness of our present
suicidal condnet, and shall perish as all other
supine and f: olish eommunities have perished,
who lie down to sleep, whilst the enemy is bat-
tering at the gates,

Foresecing the catastrophe, it is erime not to
provide against it.  The designs of the cuemy
are no longer masked—we now fully compre-
hend them, and seeing that all things are tond.
ing to their accomplishment, 1 would put the
question to the Lorn Sonthern man, whether he
does notthink it high time that something shonld
be done to avert the approaching calamity, and
to place his country and her inatitutions in n
state of greater security ! He eannot hesitate
to,auswer yes,  Then what is his remedy ! If
he can devise a better one than that of secession,
let him name it.  In my opinion, this is the
mensire adequate to the oceasion ; and so fally
satisfied are our cnemies of this truth—so con-
fident are they that separation is the only means
of salvation Lo us,and defeat to Llwul-—tl!:nt they
have not serupled to indicate their intention of
detaining us in the Confederncy by military force
—an intimation which fully confirms the danger
of our sitnation, and inerenses the necessity of
our-withdrawal.

I am not wanting in due respect to the Amer-
fean Union, nor a just appreciation of its value;
but no one will pretend to say that the present
is the Union of the Canstitution—the Union es-
tablished by the sages of the revelution—the
Union that was to “eosure domestic peace and
tranquility;™ but another great dynasty’ erceted
upon its ruins—a Russian empire  which makes
Hungary of the South. Such a Union cannot
be desired ; it is a curse instead of a blessing ;
we never entered into it, nor should we any
longer endure it; it should be dissolved immedi—
ately, it the North do 1ot pause at once in their
nggression and give us back the old charter with
all-its gunrantees and securities unimpaired and
unrestricted. I the present Congress, then, in
defiance of our own remonstrances, should
adnEt any of the abolition measures now pend-
ing before it, I would recommend the Southern
States, #s soon as possible, to hold a eonven-
m duly empowered to organize a Southern
coffederacy, and to make all necessary arrange-
ments for public defence.

I advise this course, not from choice, but
from necessity. We are foreed by our enemies
into the alternative of retiving from the Union
or of remaining in it upon terms altogether in-
compatible with honor, peace or safety. They
do not hesitate to avow their hatred and abhor-
rence of us, and publicly to proeluim that their
connection with us is a degradation to them.
This itself'is no very unreasonable ground for
separation; but how doubly keen and afflictive
does the insnlt become when we know that the
scorn and contempt of our fues is founded upon
thiat yery submission which we so wofully mis-
take for a virtue, How ecan they respect us
when we do not respect ourselves *—irresolu-
tion is the basis of their presumption.—That we
should desire to remain in the Union under all
these cireumstances of outrage, defamation and
contumely, and with the certainty too of ulti-
mate ruin,is a species of infatuation, of insanity,
as incomprehensible fo me as it is lamentable.
The chief argument of those who are opposed
to this measure of redress, is directed rather to
the fears than to the understanding of the South.
ern people,  We are told that sanguinary war
will be tif#mmediate consequence of a dissolo-
tion of the Union. This may or may not be.—
It depends upon the disposition of our enemies ;
and it is more than probable that they will find
a8 many arguments in favor of a peaceful sepa-
ration a8 ourselves ; but if' this should not be
the eage; if they shall rashly resolve on war, I
am confident of one thing, that the direst ca.
lamities that can possiblylresult, will be insignifi-
eant and trifling in comparison with the-e which
follow in the wake of Abolition. I will not,
however, attempt to place them in contrast; but
proceed tg say that I cannot perceive anything
80 terrible in war that we should avoid it at the
sacrifice of everything which gives value to life,
honor, freedow, and social equality.  If it is then
inevitable, let it come ; we must meet it as our
fathers did before us, with “stout hearts and
sharp swords ;" and having justice on ovr side
we cannot fail to have victory also. We shall
have our border strifes—formidable invasions—
sudden incursions and bLloody retaliations ; all
very hurtful, no doubt, but as hurtful to the foe
as to us ; and surely we shall be able to endure
them ns long as he, having a botter reason for
the war; he fighting for fanaticism, despotism
and military role, :m'ﬁ we for our lives and our
homes—for our women and ehildren—for truth,

struggle last always—it will have a termination ;
and when the storm and tempests shall have

avowed |

an instru. |
achievement

menaces her, except through the door of seces- | |

honor, justice and political rights  Nar can the |

ey “’;PM wn by the
triumph ¢ f abolition into all the horrors of a
domestic and servile witr—a

; )-, Ly &
will b closed aguinst

ell together on terms of political and soeial
. Such a thing would not only be ren.
( e by the recollection of their
former position, but it is forbid by the
laws of God and nature.—It cannot be. us
ns | have alrendy said, the success of abolition
will throw the two races into a fearful conflict—
n confliet which adinits of no compromise but
death—no ‘guarters but the grave—no termina-
tion but in extinetion.

I desire that the South may be saved from
this awful tragedy. 1 desire that she may escape
from it, beeause it i revolting to every senti-
ment of humanity—because there is no ble
reason for such a horrible eatastrophe—because
it is an nnmixed evil without the remotest hope
of good ; and yet is inevitable i the South
fulter in her duty to herself. I am not opposed
to the emanipation of our slaves, solely on ac-
count of the universal bankruptey, and pecuni-
ary rain which it would create; but more on
necount of these v.err ealumities to which I have
just ulluded; it will lead to the total butehery
and destruction of a race whose welfare and
happiness every Southern man feels bound to
consnlt as well as his own; and viewing the
subject in this light, 1 eannot but hold it as one
of the highest duties of the patriot and philan-
thropist to oppose every ac! and measuré, which
may have the remotest tendeney to bring about
this unhappy state of things.
sluves are now dwelling in peaee and harmon
together—satisfied with each other—we wit
their moderate labor, and they with our kindness,
eare and protection ; and he who seeks n violent
disruption of these good rélations eannot menn
the welfare and safety of the negro—but the
ruin of us. Our destroction is his end and aim,
and, to aceomplish this, he heeds not the fute of
the slave, Such a man has no flesh in his heart ;
he is n monster—a demon, that deserves the
scorn-und exeeration of every virtnous mind,

Thus it is qlnlnly to he seen, that in fleeing
from oue evil we ounly rush into another—
another incaleulably greater. Now, it Is my opi-
nion, that i we are to be forced against our
wishes into a great battle upon this slavery
question, it is infinitely better that we should
fight it with the Abolitionists, than with our own
slaves. < Let us not war with our friends, hut
our ‘enemies—not agiinst those who serve us,
but those who wrong us, not agninst the defence-
less whom it were cruelty fo slay, but
against those demons of disturbanee, “whose
conduct will deserve every blow that we deal,
War may or may not follow our retirement from
the confederacy ; but if we eontinue in it on the
terms which now exist, the abolition of slavery
and all its concomitant horrors will as inovitably
result a8 the coursing of the sun through the
heavens. Tt is as certain as death. No arm can
avert it. I sincerely believe that this solemn
truth is n]i)pai.rent. to the minds of almost all of
us, we only want the frankness to avow it, and
the firmness to act upon it. Wao are standing
on the precipice of ruin, conscious of our dre:zdb-
ful situation, yet too. paralyzed with fear to flee
the danger. It is time to arouse us from this
unmanly lethargy—to shuke off the stupor—and
to do at onee an bra\rclly,
and safety demand. A little more delay and it
will be too late for action—we shall be bound
hand and foot—the ear of desolation will be
driven over us, and the woes of our blecding
and blighted country may become the theme of
another land.

In view of the whole subjeet gentlemen, I am
constrained to say that I have little or no hope
that the North and South can dwell together in
harmony so long as the institution of slave
continues With us. Our best policy then ?n:
timely to separate, That the separation shonld
be a peaceful one, is a matter of the highest im-
rarta.nui: to both parties.  Like Jneob and Laban,
et our enemies go to the left while we go to the
right.

These, gentlemen, are my views, honestly en-
tertained and frankly expressed. Having leng
since retired from the politics]l arena, disgusted
at its partizan character and unprineipled broils,
I did not again expeet to raise my voice in the
clamorous contests of the day ; but in the present
hazardons erisis, I should fegl myself derelict in
the highest duties of n patriot cltir.u.n, If T should
remain silent when ealled upon to declare my
sentiments. I am aware that the views which 1
have expressed nre now unpopular—too un-
popular andstartling to be breathed in the lowest
whisper by any one who fears persecution or
desires publie favor; but sure I am that they
will be finally triumphant, and that the words
secession, separation, disunion, which are now so
appalling to the hearts of many, will become the
common dialect of our children—and until that
day shall arrive, I can entertain but little hope
of the South.

MIRABEAU B. LAMAR.

A Voice from Missouri.

The Jefferson (Mo.) Metrapolitan says :

The St. Lounis Infelligencer Is astonished at
Gen. Arciisos for voting against the bill for
the admission of California, and espocially for
signing, in connection with other senators, a
protest against the bill after it had passed the
Senate.—What is matter of astonishment with
us is, that any one could be found to give conn-
tenance to the movements for the admission of
Californin.  The whele proceedings, from be-
ginning to end, werg irregular, ontrageous, un-
precedented, and violative of the rights of the
slaveholding States, Now Mexico has had hor
convention, and framed her constitution, with
which she presents herself, and asks for admis-
sion into the Union. If California ought to have
been admitted; why onght New Mexico to be
rejected?  And yet, almost overy one admits
that the application of New Mexico ought not
to bo granted.  There s no differerce in the
two cases—ihey stand upon precisely the same

passed by, we shall be left in the enjoyment of

and fig-tree and talking over our brilliant career
of arms, rejoice in our establishment of a gov-

devour us; so, gentlemen, you perceive that, if

fullest extent, they will not be without thejr'
glorious and happy results, and they eannot ex- |
ceed the trials apd sufferings which onr revolu-
tionary
rights as
regain and re-establish.  There is no disguising |
the truth that the Seuth has as many high and |
st complaints ngt the North, as the mln-]l
nies had agninst the wother opantry, Our situ-
ation is muoch more alarming than that of the |
colonjes af the dommencement of the revolution,
But if our long endurange af insu't and sub-
mission to wrong have rendered ns too timid
and effeminate to vindicate our rights and char.
seter—if in losing our social and politieal equli.[

a brighter day and we will then be able to sit |
down in peare and safety under our own vine |

[

ground. The artiele in the Inteiligencer satisfies
ns that it has nol, at any time, understood the
views and feelings of Senator Arcrisox, in rela-
tion to the Compramise bill, or the hill for the
separito admission of Californla.  That Gen,

ernment, less fanatieal, and more just and for-| ATcmsox's vote and protest will he sustained
hearing than the one which is now seeking to |

in Missourl, we have no doubt, unless, indeed,
the State falls into the arms of Northern Free-

all the seenes of blood and carnage anticipated | soilers ; and as to his contributing to keep up
by the submisslonists, should bhe reglized to the |

excitement upon the negro question, that's all
gampmon!  He does no sugh thing ; the South-
em people do no sueh thing. o Northern

ople alone are guility of this thing, and to us

)S“!ﬁuh encounfercd for those very | It soems plain that, in the éstimation of some
principles whieh it is our purpose to | people, the South have nothing to do but sub-

mit patiently and without a marmury to all the
wrongs sought to he Imposed upon them b

Northern fanaties.  If they will do this, all will
be wall—the Devil wounld be at peace with
them if ho pould haye h':nm way—and there
will be pance and quiet; but if they open mouth,
or ntter & word, : ! for.them, they are con-
vertad, eo instanti, into ll."'wﬂ' ] 1
Mh:rmn Woe are sarry to bo sble to
make nefther more nor less than this out pf the

is plainly this—she should say to her Northern | t¥ We have lost our virtue and valor foo—then [ article «f the Ftelligencer.

\nrlvhlellwm'

all ‘the ubolition States. The consea| WU
| extent in the

We and our |TY

whatever duty, honor

ey 4 R

) Buapose-of rekehi-
of the territory in-

ence upon the distracted counsels of the State, | the Southern States of the Confederscy. These | ery from the whe

we have taken the liberty of intruding upon your imiiuﬁnunhnrtbﬂuﬂonizulbm who are hin the boundary of California; and

leisure moments. In propounding the fol -dem that the people vas approved that eonstitution with
ryour consideration, we themselves—the u musses 4 Proviso o nd, we sl

thus forced e n-hsm polo-
(1] our ‘be our o
L A T
o e
ou hive taken in our behalf.
e Tt e et
Co eeof Thirteen, known as the ¢
i, had begome u Jaw gf the land; could slav
have beenhoexiganded" ed to Territorics acquirs

from Mexico ? 5
2. Will not the claim “that Cong-ess has the
right, and it is its duty to to protect
slavery in the Territories,” yield by implication
the power to legislate against it
3. If the Constitution confers “the right of
slaver * to enter and oceupy the territories of
the United States,” will the demand upon Con-
ress to recognize that in any and every
E-.rritorhl_ ill, be inco nt with the doctrine
of non-intervention ! i
In aubmitt't:n these qmﬁt;unl:; your consid-
eration, to npon, premises ac-
cording to your discretion, we have the honor to
be, very respeetfully,
: © James H. Rovar,

Jos. A. BHEUMAKE,.
Ricu'n ‘8. Berveas.
Hon. Jno. MePherson Berrien, U. 8. 8.

Wasmmeroy, Ang. 31, 1850.

Gexrrenex : Laboring under indisposition,
and pressed by engagements, [ have not until
now beenablé to answer your letter. Preésum-
ing you have kept a copy of it, I do not restate
your ?ueatiom-_-aéua the following answers :

1. If the _Cot:;rm;! bill should slave-
will be excluded from Californis, by the pro.
vision of her Constitution, to which Col
will have given val ; a8 to Mexicoand ﬁtnll,
it will depend upon- the question whether the
Mexican laws are in foreo, 1 hold that they are
not. They are superseded by our own as soon
us o Territorial Government is organized ; but
others entertain, or profess to éntertuin, a differ-
ent opinion, and the donbt thus évineed will
prevent slaveholders from carrying their proper-
ty there to encounter law suils. Congress
 ought, therefore, to jusert in any act which they
;rms on this subject, a clanse, stating that the

aws of Mexico are not. in force, in those territo-
ries.  We have hitherto sought o ahtain this in
vain—a declaratory clanse,

2, I could answer  this question generally in
the negative. Congress hus autherity, in vari-
ous cnses, to pass luws in affirmanee and for the
protection. of existing ri‘ghta, while it has no
power to annul them, Freedom of the press,
trial by jury, the right to be exempt from unrea-
sonable seizures and scarches, with others, are
constitutional rights, Caongress may laws
to fucilitate the enjoyment of these rights, while
they have no autharity to annul er ahridge them.
So, if the right tehold slaves is a constitution-
al right, the power to remove any obstructions
to its anjoyment in the common territories of
the Union would not draw aftor it the power to
prevent. its enjoyment there. In a word, Con-
gress may legislate for the protection of a right
Fumnhed mtla Constitution, but they cannot
egislate to roy it.

3. The doctrine of non-interventionis not ap-
plicable to the present state of things, Cluy-
ton’s compromise bill proposed to establish
Territorinl Governments for all the Territory
acquired from Mexico. The effeet of it would
have been to have opened tl:e. whole to the own-
ars of slaves, uubi'eut to the decision of the
SBupreme Court. 1t was to such a ¢ase only
that r on-intervention could apply. But if Mr.
Clay’s eompromise Lill should pass, Congress
would intervene hy that very ast, to iibit
slavery, In the most important and valuable part
of the common territory—for all agree that the
people who chanced to be in California, had ne
right to declare this prolibition and that their
act is entirely null and yoid until Congress shall
give it life and validity, It is the same thing
as if Con had imposed the proviso them-
selves, if’ California is admitted  with her pre-
sent  eonstitution, Congress will have inter-
vened against the South, and cannot. therefore
with any show of justice plead nonsintervention
as an exm}:;ehfhr w;i:hho ding from the South,
any act which mny be necessary to proteet her
in the enjoyment of her constitutional rights,

I hope these answers will be sufficiently ex-
plicit to put fnu in possession of my opinions
—and while I believe that you attach too much
importance to them I have not felt myself' at
liberty to with-hold them. In the present pos-
ture of our affuirs, I am very anxious that my

b

fellow citizens of Georgia should thorounghly
understand their position, and mingling and ar-
dent love of the Unlon, with an unalterable de-
termination to assert their equal rights under
the Constitution, should calmlr and  steadily
contemplate the consequences which may resalt
from the decision which the{l may adopt.

I shall be gled to learn that this letter has
reached you. Respeetfully yours,

J. Macrrersox BERRIEN.

Messrs, James I1. Royal, Joseph A. Sheumake,

and Richard 8. Bernggs, :

The Galveston (Texas) News says :

The Tribune gives the proceedings of a meet-
ing held in Wharton county, on the 5th inst.
The resolutions were passed unanimonsly, and
the following show that Wharton county is
worthy of the name she bears :

Resolved, That in the sonse of this meeting
the title of Texas to the boundary ceded to her
by the Santa Anna Treaty of 1836, and decla-
ed in the act of her Congress of that year, is
clear and indispatable. ’

Resolvgd, "That the Government of the Union
by the recognition of the Independence of the
Republie, by the overtures and prowmises of her
Minlsters and Agonts previons ta Anpexation,
by the war with Mexico, by the repeated decla-
rations and assuranoes of her Executive, and
by many oconsiderations of honor and equity, is
forever barred from contesting it. .

Resalved, That the possession of all the terri-
tory emhraced within our declared boundaries,
Is essential to the sccurity of our institutions,
the enjoymeut of our propeérty, the protection
of aur people, the well-being of society, and the
welfare of the State: that our title therelo is
not, tharefor a possible subject of sale orcom-
promise, but ought at all hazards to be de-
fended.

Resolved, Thati' is the duty of the authorities
of the Stato to maintain the jurisdiction of the
State over the county of Santa Fe, by every
means to that end, and we pledge them our
choerful support in their efforts thereto.

Eunwis Fogrest, the inn, was arrested
by Sheriff Carnley, at the Astor House, yester-
day morning, on the complaint of Cutherine
Farrest, his wife, and held to bail in the sum of
£10,000 to keep the Faaeeso far as Mre. F, is
conoerned, she being fearful of assanlt from him.
An injunction has also been granted to restrain

Mr. Forreat from ¢onveying awny his .
fo the of the o"mg!li'l'll.zh Mmp?m
rein, Mrs. Forrest nlso, within a few

y8, oommenopd & suit in the Conrts of this
State for divorce against Mr, Farrest, on the
oharge of adultry committed with several persons,

—N. Y, Tribune of Thursday.

Senate by the

3 s ind ' “.. h ar rm.- 'ed_
resist at a%uh;mﬁm “hy fo::tffm"
ri oppressor will never,

’ Fights and

g
z
Z

misrepresents ° H
wlho ¢low 8 his eyes to these indications of a firm
determination no longer to brook insult and
outrage, is an enemy of the Union—is an enemy
of the South, and will most assuredly prove
traitorous to her cause, when the time for action,
when the hour of trial comes. : '

But nothwlthshudlngs:ke many pleasing evi-
dences that are everywhere presented, of unanj.
mity as to the dangers that threaten the South,
and the neeessity of pty vigorens resistunce
to, the rapid encroach of the vandal hordes
of Northern fanatics, who are now hovering on
our borders in eager readiiiéss to comsummate
their work of spoliation and ruln; notwithstand.
ing this harmony o_ffu.[inrg.aaﬂ'iaﬁ;{ment, thore
isa limentable d{m,, opinion, both amongst
our leading men and the people, ss to the par-
| ticular modz of resistance—as to the remedy
best snited to the natare and extent ofthe disease
g}at ﬂtl.lm.'uh and corrupts the body politie at the

Lh] -

: By some, social nan-intarcourse has lheen
recommended, by which is meant, that those
who are in the habit of g to the North'in
search of health or pleasure during the summer,
shoald remsin at \¢, or at any rate confine
their wanderings within the limits of the South-
ern States. course is, at all times, but
especially in the present relations between the

reason and patriotism. Numerous appeals have
beon made agalh and aguin to all these motives,
but all in yain. There ar¢ hosts of our wealthy
citizens who, it seems, eanmot be induced by any
consideration to withstand the temptations of a
visit to Saratoga or Newpert, In their fashion-
able search nfter remedies for fashionable dis-
eases, they must needs puss by the mineral
waters that abound, in the greatest variat[y and
of the most effectual curative’ properties, in the
picturesque and salubrions moantain
this State, Goorgin, North Carolina, Virginia and
1rennessee, To the North they must migrate
at cach return of the watering season, that they
may there vie with the purse-proud millionarics
of New York, Phlhde]_ phia. and Boston, in the
princely style of their expenditures, in the gew.
ans of dress, in the number of their liveried
ackeys and the splendor of their furbished
eqnimas, and in the frivelous extri

the and the masquesade. Whilst a terriffic
storm threatens to lay in ruins the sunny South,
these devotees of pleasure and fashion are dane-
i"f the polka, in ied security, amid the gay
saloons of Saratogn. Thero is no nssﬁ:ia
excuse for such shameful, sueh suicidal con-
duet ; and, if' motives of interest and patriotism
are ineffectoal, we know of nothing that can
induece such persons to fo ‘the imaginary
advantages of a Jaunt to the North, This plan,
therefore, of brim buck the Northern people

our own pecple. We wonld rejoice to see it
carried into practical :gem{inu. even should
the slavery question be adjusted satisfactorily to
the South. But as a means to bring about such
an adjustment, it is whaolly impracticable,

Our limits will not permit us to pursue this
subject any further at present. We will recur
to it agajn.

From the Montgomery (Ala.) JAtlas.
Tue “Ouxmus” Bines—It will be seen by a
tulegrurliic despateh in another part of to-day's
Ktper that these bills have passed the House of
epresentatives ' by  decided majorities—thus

Northern aggression upon the
rights of the S uth.
What action Virginia, Georgia, Alabama and

Y | the other slaveholding States will take in refer-

ence to this ou remains to be seen; but
jmlginF from the indications around us, on the
of so0 maiy, to snbmit to almost any degra-
ation, we fear the result will be anything but
just and honorable to the South. When the
Northern papers tannt the people of the South-
ern States with the remark that they cannot be
kicked into resistance, we fear the stigma has
a wider n&)lica&ion than many are inclined to
believe. lien we hear men in our streets, in
‘the face of the facts that the Abolitionists openly
boast of stealing, annually, hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars worth of slaves from the citi-
zens of the South—that no Southern man or
family ever travel to the North without bei
openly robbed of their slave property, ns we
as insnlted and outraged themselves—that the
Free-soilers have got into their possession nl-
most every foot ol the public tcrr'ltor{,_eitlmr
North or South of 36.30—that the Abelitionists
do nat profess to have any respect for the Con-
stitution—their Legislatures having nctually
nullified some of its 'pfov'mionn l&]mﬂiﬁ\'e and
solemn enactments of law—and
ence is gelting to be omnipotent in Cengreas—
when, we say, we see men inh our midst, in the
face of such facts, declaring that the North has
not yot eommitted sny aggression warranting
Sonl{mm resistance, we lose all hope that meﬁ
men would ever resist under any eircmmstan.
ces, and we are almost ready to despair of the
Sonth.

We must still hope, however, that there will
yot be foand in the slaveholding States enough
who are not guite lost to all sense of shame, to
every feeling of manhood and patriotism—
enough true-hearted patriots who are still ani-
mated by the old fire of 76, to inspire the
people to sueh action as the emergency may
eall for,

From the Tuscumbia (Ala.) Demoeral.
Tue Ixquity CossuMMATED.—By a tele-
graphie despateh dated thli:ﬁl.ou, ptemiber
7, we learn that the bill establishing a territorial
government in Utah passed the House of Repre-
tatives by a vote of yeas 97, nays 85. Als
that the bill admitting California into the Union
as a State passed -the House by a voto of yens
150, nays 56,

The first of these measures we are od to
I(c::l:r; has bm;:; a ]a}:\'; but the m

ifornia is aps the atest enormity
has ever been imedgc:ne the South, or the
ights of any section of the Union, since the es-
tablishment of the government; and the
South :—*

i

that | are; and if the white

South und North, the dictate of selftinterest, of

ns of

to a sense of justive is rendered wholly inopera-
tive through the blindness and perverseness of

marking another epoth in the steady march of -1
constitutional

1 their influ-

1 Abolition hus wicceeded in fasteniig, Ly 115
measure, another of jts deadly fungs upon the
. op towanrds its favor-

all the negroes free in e
il ﬂl&-lh?ﬁqlduquieuy
for imiri:: them of thei
o deprivie m o ir
R L o wud
egall the negroes set. (eome in competi-
tion with them, to assoei te with them as equals,
tocompete with them in every species of lubor !
Aratlie white laborers of the th willing to
asstime the of servants to the rich; to be-
come the rich man's hostlers, boot-blacks and
waiting-men ?
wives and da

Are they willing to see their

§ nghters Mﬁoﬁ?& roes
in the kitchens of the rich, as eooks, washer-
women and seullions? “We do not believe they
: , ulation of the
South are not willlng to see thia state of'thinlfs,
1]

then it is time to be up and doing to'o t
_encroachments of i}t? Abofl_ﬁonﬁ. q"'r'ndp l:}iqgeulti-
mate consummation of their desigus,

The enmb:: editor s i

v ! i erald

| that onr ﬁmﬁ upm}iﬁa&,ﬁohn 8 r;ltI::
son, esq., has plaged hi int Iy: ente-
g qz?hnﬁng'vmd@hﬂ%ﬁm&cﬁe:v
mlmhm.“d,fﬂf he preservation of Soutl-
ern rights and Southern m jong, and doubly
Wl:um he has Tong lg.;.glul“ : slut‘
We a6 hippy ‘o, baviag 1thg Wn;’ pr

¥ n A :

‘soothing the w‘mpded_lfoé{hwam réspectod
| friend, %hl:uuﬂng“ﬁim'm well” in our
camp. Demoeratic party in this district,
rmoathisg mith a9 will, i N S ox:
repres ve in the course he has. , A
we are mwh.deeei\ﬁifuﬁu sym g;‘md »ip-
i port is confined exclusively. to I.E::,Detnncra:i:
{party. A fime is coming when the pulse of
every Bpg!h_ec_qm;.wm-- and in . unison with
the stern and T:nl y impulses which induced onr
tativd in Cong, saintain his posi-
tion unshaken, amid al 't_Yn'ﬂrw:m b E;a;ut

to bear to frighten him from his propriety.

: From the Columbus (Ga,,) Times.
- e THE D;;\;s Cl;sox,.Wumu&o;:&Thg intel-
ligence! Congress, repol unde: our Te-
IW‘ head, brings no surprise to our bosom.
‘e have made up our mind to it long ago. The
fint had gone forth that the South should be
downtrodden and ron over by an abelition Con-
the moment that SUBMISSION raised its
) E;lb.ml head at the South to weaken, divide and
stab the mother that bore it, Reereant South.-
ern members, editors and politicians are respon.
sible for wrongs the North wonld not have dla:;d
to perpetrade if the South had been united, It
renuing for the PEOPLE to redeom their country
save their honor, and strike for institutions
.| menaced with a destruetion which involves their
own utter ruin. If they prove eraven, the South
“is lost, and abolition rales the hour. 'We shall
not deseribe what sort of a mastér it will make.
| Let Cusenovian answer that. '
1 Our part is chosen, We are the foe of a
[ union that has shown itself’ to be the foe of us
and ours. 'We -aay with Mr. Stephens, “down
with the Government,” and with Mr, Toombs

we 33}' = 5

“] SPEAK NOT FOR OTHERS, BUT FOR
MYSELF. Deprive us of this right and appro-
priate this common property to yourselves, il is
then your government, not mins. Then Iam
its enemy, and I will then, if I can, bring my
children and my constituents to the adtar of liber-
ty, and like Hamilcar, Iwould swear them to
eternal hostility to your foul d'mination. Give
us our just ‘rights, and we are y as hereto-
fm:e. to stand by the Union, every part of it, and
is every inlerest. Refuse it, and for one, |
WILL STRIKE FOR INDEPENDENCE.”

From the Justin Stale Gazetle,

The news from Washington by Monday’s
mail, is of extraordinary interest. Our worst
fears hava been realized. “President Fillmore has
gone even beyond Gen. Taylor. He has set up a
claim for the United States to the right of posses-
sion over a portion of our State, and has declared
in terms that he will feel it his duty to call for vol-
unteers and employ the army and navy toresist the
exercise of the State jurisdiction therein, If we
dure to attempt the suppression of insurrection
within our limits, we are to be treated as intau-
nens, and our country “_rnnitioued off like another
Poland, by a despotic edict auf)porled and enforced
by military power. And- all this, lo gratify the
fanatical crusaders against Southern rights.

. In the | e of the Galveston Journal, ** it
ia no use to bandy words either in defence of or
against the pomtion assumed by President Fill-
more. Texians owe to themselves and to their
State, a solemn duty. It rests with them to de-
fend the rights and Knnor of their State against all
oppasition and atall hazards. ~ When spoilation is
threatened her, it matters not from what quarter,
if she would preserve the good opinion of her sis-
ter States of the South 'if she would show herself

worthy of her ancesiry, and the respeet her revolu-
| tionary nchievements won for her, shemust resist
to the last extremity. "

For ourselves, we feel none of the responsibilit
attached to the unhappy circumstances ll.lrraund):
m'g our be'lnved State; and we now wash our hands
of all ipation in any act of submission to the
flagrant outrages and usurpation attempted by the
President upon her rights, interests and dignity.
Far better would it be for us to be blotted out
from the map of the confederacy—far better to re-
sume our independence and raise again the stand-
(ard of the Lone Star, than to be driven, without
| resistance, into the depths of perpetunl infamy
| and disgrace. To submit to the despotic preten-

sions of the President, would be nothing less,—
| But we cannot think for a moment, that the
| people of Texas will yield their rights in this emer-
geneys but on the conteary, that they will defend
them *‘to the last extremity and at all hazards,”
| If we would not submit to the line ;prescribed to
us as a boundary, and give up a third of our ter-
| ritory o :Ig;ﬁha::&s :L the Northern States, our
| course is simple a in.  We must then adopt
| the recommendations of  nur Executive, nnd pr!'l-
| ceed to do the best we can for our defence and pre-
| servation.  We profess to know our righte, and

| we will not doabt that come what may, we will at '

| least strive by all the means which God has given

us, to maintam them against all odds. The world

ex,fgecu this much from us. Our past resistance to
| military domination, furnishes we A sure
‘ pledge for the future, in which none will be disap-
| pointed. Wemuststrike once more for our invaded
| homes andmaost sacred rights, In such a cause,the
| race may
[strong.”™  While the love of justice and the hatred
| of oppression Jive in the hearts of the American
| people, we have nothing to fear in doing our full
' dutytoourselves.

Ax Evtrorian Hisr—M. Soyer writing in
the Western Times a

in my culinar
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not submit to the exelusion of slavery
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